
 

  

 

Residents Ideas for 

Wildboarclough 

and        

Macclesfield Forest 
Findings of the Residents’ Survey in January 

2012 



 
 
 

 
1 

 

  



 
 
 

 
2 

 

 

 

 

‘People here are passionate about the countryside and their 

heritage. It binds people together. 

Each day, when I come home from work I look across the valley, 

and consider what a privilege it is to live in such a spectacularly 

beautiful area.’ 
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The findings of the Wildboarclough and Macclesfield Forest 

Residents Survey 2012 

Introduction 

On 1 December the Parish Meeting agreed to a proposal to undertake a survey of all 

residents in order to find out people’s concerns, ideas, and priorities for action.  

The survey results can focus the discussion of future Parish Meetings.  

Why Have A Survey? 

The aim is to - 

 Get the views of residents who cannot get to, or who don’t like attending the Parish 

meeting. 

 It gives everybody a chance to air ideas for supporting and sustaining our village life. 

 Make the Parish Meeting more responsive, effective, and think ahead- it allows us to 

‘take stock’.   

 It sets out ‘our ambitions’ for our major partners, Cheshire East Council, the Police, 

Lord Derby, and Peak Park Authority. In particular, it gives the Parish Meeting a 

mandate to deal more robustly with bodies that have failed to tackle long standing 

residents’ concerns. 

 Tackle some basic problems e.g. highways related issues. 

 Look for possible sources of funding for good ideas. 

Why Now? 

There have been some issues which have been very divisive, namely the proposed Parish 

Plan, the potential for new affordable housing, and the future of the Crag Inn, the School 

Rooms and the Wildboarclough Church.  

This survey is designed to try to bring people together and achieve community consensus 

over what are the big issues.  

Responses 

There are some 110 homes in the Parish. Forty five residents supported this initiative, by 

completing and returning a survey form- this is slightly under a third of the electoral role. 

The overwhelming majority of those forms returned were positive, constructive, and with 

good ideas. Despite encouraging responses from all ages, only one child completed a 

questionnaire. 

The survey form was short and simple – to encourage returns. The questions were open-

ended and allowed residents to say what they thought on any subject.  
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It is fair to say that some people decided against completing the survey form because: 

 They are moving out of the Parish 

 They are elderly and feel ‘the future’ should be left to younger people. 

 They are so content here that they can’t think of anything that can be done to 

improve the area. 

The report is divided into sections, with each one ending with a list of residents’ 

recommendations. 

All responses have been included in this report – we hope that residents can see their 

personal contributions. There were a very small number of comments of a personal nature 

or which were divisive and not supported by others – these have not been included. 
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The Way Forward – recommendations:- 

That the Parish Meeting- 

a. Should adopt this document and circulate it immediately to key 

partners (the Council, the Peak Park Authority, the Church, the 

School Room Trust, and Lord Derby) as the basis for further 

discussion and collaboration. 

b. Ask for volunteers to take on jobs in order to progress the various 

ideas and report back to each meeting. 

c. Increases the frequency of meetings to 3 times per year in order to 

make progress. 

N.B There should be a complete review of progress after 2 years. 
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Priority 1 – Preserving Our Environment 

 
‘Don’t change our environment. We love it here and want to keep it this way.’ 
 
‘This is a beautiful, unspoilt Parish. We need to retain the peace and tranquillity of the 
area, together with its natural charm and ambiance.’ 
 
‘I feel privileged to live in such surroundings. We need to keep it as beautiful as possible.’ 
 
‘Everything should focus on ensuring that this quiet, unique, historic village is preserved.’ 
 

 

Residents Recommendations 

1.1 Tackle light pollution – there is careless use of night time outdoor lighting. We should 

encourage people to not using permanent lighting unless absolutely necessary e.g. 

pub car parks. We should also encourage people to replace ‘permanently on’ lights 

with PIR’s (movement detectors). 

1.2 Ask residents and businesses to keep their wheelie bins off the road side. These are 

an eye-sore. 

1.3 The Parish phone boxes need to be kept operational – they need to be renovated, 

cleaned, and lighting provided. Also they need to be coin operated – not dependant 

on card usage. 

1.4 Conservation of the dry stone walls should be given greater priority. Landowners 

should be encouraged to keep walls in good order. We need to tackle the council 

about disrepair of its walls. 

1.5 We have listed buildings, unique habitats, and locally endangered species (e.g. Ring 

Ouzels, and Wax Caps). Can we strengthen protection with one or more Conservation 

Areas e.g. Crag Hamlet, Dane Bower Mine, or perhaps even the whole Parish. We 

need to engage with the Council for the Preservation of Rural England to look at the 

options. 

1.6 Provide some bird watching hides in key locations. 

1.7 Woodland management – can we ask the Knowsley Estate to start a programme of 

replacing old, poor quality conifers with native deciduous species. See also Priority 6 

below. 

1.8 Rights of Way for walkers- a huge problem, constantly leaving gates open, letting 

livestock out, feeding livestock inappropriately and sometimes scaring or hitting 

livestock. Can we work more closely with PPPA and walkers groups to try to reduce 

problems? 

1.9 Fly tipping is a problem, particularly at Vicarage Quarry and along Buxton Old Road. 

We need to work with CEC to tackle the problem. 
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1.10 We should maintain the shooting tradition in this area – it helps maintain the 

countryside. 

1.11 Concerns about trial bikes and off the road vehicles almost merit a section to 

themselves. Action must be taken to stop trial bikes and off the road vehicles 

damaging footpaths, banking, and bridleways. Some paths aren’t fit for walkers 

because the damage is so bad. The tracks between Eagle and Child Cottage and Hield 

End Farm, Owlers Bridge and Three Shires Head have all been cited as badly effected 

and requiring attention. Signage, barriers, plus joint working with PPPA, Police and 

representative bodies should help.  
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Priority 2 - Resolving Road-Related Problems 

 
The single biggest ‘gripe’, with problems relating to poor road maintenance generally, and 
winter driving problems. 
 
Pot holes, broken down dry stone walls, water pooling on the road due to a failure to 
maintain the drainage, over-grown verges, piles of leaves on the roads, road-side litter 
and poor signage are the source of dissatisfaction.  
 
There is also concern about the safety implications of water on the roads after heavy rain, 
and ice and snow in winter.  
 
There is growing concern about the ‘speed rat-run’ from the A537 down Ankers Lane to 
the Stanley Arms and Torgate Farm (to avoid speed cameras and slow moving lorries on 
the A537),  
  

 

The Police report 7 slight accidents and 2 serious for 2011.  The first serious was caused by 2 

vehicles colliding on a narrow stretch of road at Turnshaw flat . The 2nd serious was on the 

A537 between Walker Barn and the Cat & Fiddle where a vehicle skidded on the wet road 

into a wall  

The road traffic figures do not include minor accidents where the Road Traffic Act has been 

complied with and details have been exchanged.  Some of these accidents will have required 

police attendance but there is no requirement to record them for police statistics 

Residents Recommendations 

2.1 As a result of the installation of the A537 speed cameras, the Ankers Lane/Stanley 

Arms back route is now a rat run, with speeding traffic posing a danger to pedestrians and 

other road users. Take action to keep them on the main road, and consider setting a lower 

speed limit than the A537. 

2.2  Despite the speed limit, motor bikes and cars still go too fast at Walkers Barn, making 

it difficult and dangerous for people trying to get out of their property. The Highways 

Authority needs to do more work to address this problem. 

2.3 Traffic accidents on Buxton Old Road (A537 to Stanley Arms and back to the A537), 

need to be thoroughly investigated to establish the causes and implement solutions e.g. 

crash barriers, non-skid surfaces, and a one way system. 

2.4 Work with CEC to put in place effective planned maintenance e.g. sweeping up 

leaves, cutting of verges, and keeping drainage gulley’s free of leaves. How can we ensure 
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that problems like potholes, broken up road surfaces, and fallen dry stone walls are dealt 

with promptly and effectively – we want repairs to last more than a few weeks. 

2.5 Can litter bins be provided? Litter on the roadside is a problem. 

2.6 Replace or repair old road signs. Signs to Burncliffe Top are misleading, dangerous to 

drivers, and need to be dealt with. The Cut-Thorn Road should have sign barring long 

vehicles. 

2.7 Could something be designed to give some protection to the road-side gulley’s in the 

dry stone walls in order to reduce their blocking up with leaves. Blocked drains result in 

pooling of water on roads – hazardous at any time but particularly so in icy conditions. There 

is a risk of cars skidding and pedestrians falling over. 

2.8 Winter weather conditions – can we have more liaison over the siting of the sand/grit 

bags in order to locate them more evenly around the Parish. The Parish needs better gritting 

and snow ploughing – we want a service as good as Staffordshire! 

2.9  We need to improve emergency vehicles being able to find property addresses. 

Satnav doesn’t work here. Mobile phones don’t work here except at a small number of high 

points. We do have some problems with the phone system and the electricity systems being 

disrupted. We don’t have road signs and only limited direction signs. Not only is there a long 

drive before services even get to us, but when they arrive in the Parish they can’t locate a 

property. There must be a way to improve this situation. (See also paragraph 3.10 below.) 

2.10 Could CEC give us a budget to carry out our own maintenance and winter weather 

treatment? If not, could we be involved in discussions around the use of the Highways 

budgets locally? 

Priority 3a - Community Activities  

 
There are concerns about the dis-harmony, the need for a better, positive community 
spirit, and more family events to encourage socialising. 
 

 

Despite the small population, there are a range of activities that residents appreciate and 

bring people together:  

• The W.I 

• Whist drives 

• Lent Lunches 

• Painting classes 
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• The Rose Queen, Shuttlingsloe Fell Run and Village Fete (May) 

•  ‘Clough Capers’ - the annual concert 

• In the past three years there have been two ‘Big Lunch’ events 

• Two churches 

• Wincle School is outside the Parish and serves a wide area. It is an important focus 
for parents. 

• There are ad hoc ‘fairs’ in the school rooms as fund raisers. 

• Twice yearly Parish Meetings 

• Ad hoc promotional events by Blaze Farm, and Wincle Ales 

• Pub events - 

1) Rose and Crown events 

2) Stanley Arms Tuesday quiz night 

3) The Crag Inn summer Sunday Jazz lunches. 

N.B there is a view that social mixing (e.g. parties) has reduced in recent years, partly 

because people have got older but also because of conflict over key community issues. 

Communications are via: 

• A Parish website  

• A Parish Magazine 10 times a year 

• Community Notice Boards 

Residents Recommendations 

3.1 There needs to be better, open, honest communications – to avoid conflict. People 

need to accept that others may have different views. 

3.2 There should be more social activities to bring people together - we could plan ahead 

and have an annual calendar of events e.g. Bonfire Night, Carol Services, Big Lunch etc.  

3.3 The website, as a form of that communication needs a co-ordinator/volunteer to 

update this on a very regular basis. 

3.4 More community information boards – the Parish is not well covered. 

3.5 There is a strong sense of community self-help. This is good but may work against us 

if we could apply for grant but, instead, we just try some local fund raising activity. We need 

to make more effort to pull in funding from elsewhere e.g. National Lottery. Perhaps one or 

two residents could develop expertise in this area. 
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3.6 Can we do more to provide community support for various groups e.g. parent, old 

folk etc.? 

3.7  Someone should take responsibility for welcoming new people who move into the 

Parish and providing information e.g. doctors, dentists etc. 

3.8 It is important to support and maintain our current shared school at Wincle even 

when there are fluctuations in the school roll numbers. We need to promote its value to 

newcomers to the area, and new parents. 

3.9 Consideration should be given to providing some out of school activities for children. 

Could we provide a youth club night in the school rooms? Is there a role for the Peak Park 

Rangers in running a ‘Junior Rangers Scheme’ for children – to get them interested in their 

countryside and heritage? Can we develop out of school educational/leisure activities for 

youngsters? 

3.10 We have a large number of older people plus people working locally with potentially 

dangerous equipment e.g. chain saws. We are a 20 minutes’ drive for an ambulance. In the 

best conditions, an emergency call would involve a 40 minute drive for an ambulance from 

the start and return to A+E – and that’s before we take into consideration problems in 

finding a property, and snow and icy conditions. We need to get more local people trained in 

First Aid, and have an up to date list of ‘First Responders’ in the Parish – with a list on each of 

the Noticeboards. 

3.11 We should look at updating the Parish magazine style, and perhaps offering as a 

emailable version as well – some people travel a lot and it would mean that they are kept in 

touch. 
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Priority 3b - Community Assets 

 
The School Rooms and the churches are the focus of community life for many residents. 
The spaces for various events are valuable assets which need careful management if we 
are to get the best out of them. 
 
These buildings have been in good hands but the majority of parishioners do not 
appreciate the work that is put into management of these buildings 

 

 

• The two churches have low attendance generally, but large support for special events 

e.g Rush-Bearing, Easter and Christmas services, and Harvest Festival. 

• The two churches and the school rooms are run by three different bodies. 

• Fund raising activities in the Parish are largely orientated to supporting the upkeep of 

the churches and the school rooms. 

Residents Recommendations 

3.9 There should be an option appraisal of the buildings to see if we can make better use 

of them, and whether we need all the space. We should have a root and branch look at the 

buildings in order to renovate to modern standards, improve facilities and furnishings, plus 

utilising available grants and any other assistance available. 

3.10 Improve the parking by taking some of the garden area. Better parking would make it 

more useable for events. Dig out a band to a car’s depth from the school yard to the garages 

to provide parking for 15+ cars. 

3.11 We need some form of lighting along the lane to the school rooms to make it safer 

and more accessible in winter. 

3.12 The committees that run these buildings need to do more promotional work to tell 

residents what that are doing, about their finances, how to get on the committee etc. They 

need to get younger people on the committees. 
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Priority 4 -Meeting local peoples’ housing need by change of use of existing 

buildings 

 
Young people have had to move away because of the shortage of local housing at a price 
they can afford. 
 
PPPA wants holiday cottage lets but local people need permanent accommodation. It is 
difficult to get PPPA to agree for disused farm buildings to be converted to housing. These 
things cause a lot of resentment locally. 
 

 

Residents Recommendations: 

4.1 There needs to be discussion on affordable housing for local people and families who 

wish to stay in the community. We need to work with local landowners and PPPA (to 

encourage the process) to consider and promote  

• conversion of redundant buildings, where appropriate, to dwellings  

• re-designation of holiday lets to permanent housing. 

Both subject to a local occupancy condition. 

4.2 For new housing, we should engage with neighbouring Parishes and CEC to see if 

some of our needs for new build for purchase or rent could be met through their new 

housing developments. 
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Priority 5 - Broadband and IT. 

 
Residents were concerned about the slow speeds from the Wincle Exchange and felt 
communities such as our will ’lag behind’ and not get the full benefits of new technology. 
 

 

Residents Recommendations: 

5.1 We need to speak to the Council and B.T. to see what is planned and what can be 

done to improve the situation. 

5.2 Fibre optic lines be installed asap. 

5.3 That we make greater use of IT e.g. voting from home on Parish Meeting issues, quick 

surveys, and sharing information. Much more could be made of our Parish website.  
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Priority 6 – Reducing the Impact of Rising Oil and Gas Prices 

 
We all need energy for heating, lighting, and transport.  
 
Remote communities are heavily dependent on oil and LPG. We are worried about the 
rapidly rising costs of these fuels and the impact it will have on our community. Prices will 
continue to rise. Already some people have experienced difficulty buying logs, as people 
turn to this fuel as an alternative energy source. 
 
Many people have considered wind-turbines but these conflict with residents’ wishes to 
ensure the environment remains unchanged and unspoilt. In any case, applications are 
being rejected by PPPA. 
 

 

Residents Recommendations: 

6.1 Through our councillors and MP, we ask PPPA to positively engage with remote 

communities such as ours, to identify sustainable energy solutions e.g. water, wind, ground, 

or wood. 

6.2 Engage the Estate and other landowners in discussions about the possibilities. 

6.3 Consider setting up a community interest company to develop local energy solutions 

e.g. hydro-electric as a community solution. 

6.4 We should look at providing local community transport, perhaps in partnership with 

neighbouring parishes, for shopping, children’s’ activities, community events etc. 

6.5 We could investigate having a food co-op to have bulk purchases delivered to us, to 

save fuel, time and money. We could link up with Food4Macc for purchasing. 

http://www.maccinfo.com/Food4Macc/ 

Priority 7 - Strengthening community involvement and local democracy – the 

future of the Parish Meeting 

 
Many residents value the Parish Meeting as a very open and democratic body, where any 
resident can attend and raise issues. 
 

 

Generally, residents’ comments about the Parish Meeting were not recommendations but 

issues for further discussion: 

 How can we get more people involved with the work of the Parish Meeting? 

http://www.maccinfo.com/Food4Macc/
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 Should we change the voting arrangements to allow proxy voting for people unable 

to attend? 

 Could we use our computers for voting or quick tests of residents’ opinions on 

specific issues. 

 We need to look at workloads – sharing out of tasks and responsibilities. As a 

community, we need to work more effectively to get things done. As a meeting, 

Parish Meeting is well run but could do more if volunteers took on specific tasks or 

projects to progress outside the twice yearly meetings e.g. monitoring road faults, 

reporting problems, and progress chasing.  

 We should develop strong links with adjacent Parishes over issues such as roads and 

housing. 

 We need to develop the Parish Meeting in order to respond positively to the 

Government’s Localism agenda.  

 Should we have a vote for a Parish Council – the present arrangement is not up to 

current and future challenges. 
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Priority 8 - Policing 

 
There is concern about the lack of a visible Police presence, poor responses to reported 
crimes, and a belief that the Police are under-recording local crime. 
 
‘White van men’ thieves patrol the area on a regular basis and call into farm yards trying 
to take anything not nailed down. 
 
There is a perception that country crime, e.g. poaching of deer near High Ash and Dingers 
Hollow, aren’t taken seriously or are ignored by the Police. 
 

 

Police statistics for 2011 for Wildboarclough: 

 Burglaries including outside buildings   - NON  

 Theft or stolen items     - NON 

 Anti-social behaviour     - NON 

 Criminal damage     - NON 

 Violent crime       - NON 

 Road traffic     -7 slight accidents and 2 serious.   

These figures support the view that there is an under recording of crime. 

Residents Recommendations 

8.1  There needs to be a root and branch look at Policing with our Councillor in order to 

bring about service improvements. 
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Priority 9 - Peak Park Planning Authority 

 
There are concerns locally that PPPA is ‘Big Brother’ and appears inconsistent in its 
planning decisions. The system appears so onerous and unpredictable that it encourages 
people to undertake a project without permission. 

 

Residents Recommendations: 

9.1  Less ‘Big Brother’ and more support. The system is complex and difficult for people 

not used form filling. Local people need help putting in their applications. 

9.2 PPPA needs to give people more information about what they do and how they come 

to decisions, in order to give people more confidence in the system. 
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Appendix 1:  Background Information 

Following the Parish Meeting in December 2011, a newsletter was sent out by email and 

hand informing residents on the proposed survey.  

The survey was conducted in January 2012 – all homes had two paper forms delivered. 

Where email addresses where known, an electronic version was sent as well.  

A mixture of email reminders plus some door-knocking took place to encourage responses. 

Residents had the option of giving certain information and not everyone did:- 

a. Age of respondents 

 Under 20 years 3%     

 20-40    8% 

 40-60   23% 

 60-80   60% 

 80+   6% 

Total    100% 

b. How long have you lived in the Parish? 

 Less than  10 years 8% 

 10-20   18% 

 20-30   26% 

 30-40   21% 

 40+   27% 

Total    100% 

c. Are you 

 Employed;   38% 

 in education;   3% 

 retired;   32% 

 long-term sick   0 

 unemployed;   3% 

 other    24% 

Total    100% 

d. Do you subscribe to the Parish Magazine?         YES  100%        NO  0% 
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e. How do you like to be communicated with?  

 Parish Magazine;     26 

 Email;     17 

 Text;    2 

 Letter;     6 

 Open meetings;   10 

 One 2 one discussion  2 

 Other–please state:  0 

Total     63 (Some people put more than one) 
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